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WORSLEY, PHILIP STANHOPE
(1835-1866), poet, born at Greenwich on
12 Aug. 1835, was son of Charles Worsley
(1783-1854), rector of Finchley, Middlesex,
a member of the family of the Worsleys of
Gatcombe, Isle of Wight. After attending (
the Cholmeley grammar school, Highgate,
ne was admitted to a scholarship at Corpus
Christi College, Oxford, on 28 May 1853, and
graduated B.A. and M.A. in 1861. He
gained the Newdigate prize (' The Temple
of Janus/ Oxford, 8vo) in 1857, and became
a fellow of his college in 1863. His health
interfered with the pursuit of any profession,
and he devoted himself chiefly to classical
and poetical studies. His version of the
* Odyssey' in the Spenserian stanza was pub-
lished in 1861 (reissued 1868 and 1877), and
his translation of the first twelve books of
the ' Hiad' in the same metre in 1865. On
8 May of the following year Worsley died
unmarried at Freshwater after along illness,
teirminating in consumption. His patience
and cheerfulness under great suffering, and
the beauty of Ms character, are pathetically
extolled by Sarah Austin in a note to the
< Athenseum' of 19 May 1866.

Worsle/s distinction as a poet is to have
achieved what no one else has achieved. His
Spenserian translation of the ' Odyssey' and
the first half of the * Iliad,' regarded merely
as an endeavour to make Homer speak like
Spenser, leaves no room for improvement.
No version diverging so widely from the
form of the original can become the stan-
dard version j it was nevertheless well that
the attempt should be made as a test of the
power and resources of our language. In
grace, skill, command of diction, and native
music, Worsley is surpassed by no poet who
has employed this most difficult form, pecu-
liar to our language, of which the most ac-
complished foreign translators are shy, and
of which Shelley said, * You must succeed
or fail,' 'Worsley/ says Matthew Arnold,
' making the stanza yield to him what it
never yielded to Byron, its treasures of fluidity
and sweet ease, above all bringing to his task
a truly poetical taste and skill, has produced
a version of the '* Odyssey " much the most
pleasing of those hitherto produced.' If he
is more successful with the i Odyssey' than
with the * Iliad/ this is because the romantic
character of the former poem adapts itself
better to the romantic stanza. The transla-
tion^ of thel Iliad' was completed by John
Conington [q. v.], and the contrast between
the two moieties of the book is most instruc-
tive. Conington was a greater scholar than
Worsley, and his command of language is re-
markable; but asapoethewasmade,not born,

and his mechanical stanzas entirely want 'the
grandeur and the bloom' of his predecessor.
Worsley's original poems, first published
in 1863 (' Poems and Translations/ London,
8vo) and reprinted in 1875, are pleasing
from their elegance and polish, but deficient
in originality and force. He was born to
interpret others.
[Sarah Austin in Athenaeum, 19 May 1866;
Gent. Mag. 1806, i. 925; Fowler's Hist, of
Corpus Christi College, Oxford, p. 414 ; Foster's
Alumni Oxon. (1715-1886) ; private informa-
tion.]                                                    R. Q-.
WOBSLEY, SIB RICHARD, seventh
baronet (1751-1805), antiquary and travel-
ler, born on 17 March 1751, was the son of
Sir Thomas Worsley, sixth bart,,of Appuldur-
comb, Isle of Wight, "by his wife Elizabeth,
daughter of John Boyle, earl of Cork and
Orrery. He was educated at Winchester
College, and matriculated from Corpus Christi
College, Oxford, on 9 April 1768. lie suc-
ceeded his father, as seventh baronet, in
1768. He became one of the clerks comp-
trollers of the "board of green cloth in 1777,
and in 1779 clerk of the privy council. In
the same year he was appointed comptroller
of the king's household, and he was sworn
of the privy council on 9 Feb. 1780. Ho
was subsequently British resident at Venice,
and was also governor of the Isle of Wight,
and a fellow of the Royal Society and of the
Society of Antiquaries. From 1774 to 1784
lie was member of parliament for Newport,
Isle of Wight, and fie represented Newtown,
Isle of Wight, from 1790 to 1793 and from
1796 to 1801.
In February 1785 Worsley left Rome for
an extensive journey in the Levant, accom-
panied by Willey Reveley [q. v.] as his
draughtsman. He reached Athens on 9 May
1785, and stayed there with Gaspari, the
French consul. From Athens he proceeded
on a tour in Greece, visiting Eleusis, Megara
(where he obtained for a small sum the statue
of Asclepias, priestess of Artemis Orthosia),
Epidaurus, JSgina, Delos, Myconos, Rhodes,
Cairo, and Constantinople. In the spring of
1786 he made an excursion to Sigeum and
Troy, and visited the Crimea. He returned
to Rome on 4 April 1787. In his travels
Worsley had brought together a remarkable
collection of statues, reliefs, and gems, which
he arranged at his house at Appuldurcomb.
In 1798 he issued the first part (dated
'1794') of the 'Museum Worsleyanum/a
sumptuous illustrated description of his col-
lection. E. Q. Visconti seems to have sup-
plied a great deal of material for the text.
The cost of part i., exclusive of binding,
was 2,887J. 4&